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Aleutian Sparrow by Karen Hesse (FIC HES)
	An Aleutian Islander recounts her suffering during World War II in American internment camps 	designed to 	"protect" the population from the invading Japanese.

Bronx Masquerade by Nikki Grimes (FIC GRI)
	While studying the Harlem Renaissance, students at a Bronx high school read aloud poems they've written, 	revealing their innermost thoughts and fears to their formerly clueless classmates.

Heartbeat by Sharon Creech (FIC CRE)
	Twelve-year-old Annie ponders the many rhythms of life the year that her mother becomes pregnant, her 	grandfather begins faltering, and her best friend (and running partner) becomes distant.

Hugging the Rock by Susan Brown (FIC BRO)
	Through a series of poems, Rachel expresses her feelings about her parents' divorce, living without her mother, 	and her changing attitude towards her father.

Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse (FIC HES)
	In a series of poems, fourteen-year-old Billie Jo relates the hardships of living on her family's wheat farm in 	Oklahoma during the dust bowl years of the Depression.

Song of the Sparrow by Lisa Ann Sandell (FIC SAN)
	In fifth-century Britain, nine years after the destruction of their home on the island of Shalott brings her 	to live 	with her father and brothers in the military encampments of Arthur's army, seventeen-year-old Elaine describes 	her changing perceptions of war and the people around her as she becomes increasingly involved in the bitter 	struggle against the invading Saxons.

Twelve Rounds to Glory: The Story of Muhammad Ali by Charles R. Smith Jr. (796.83 SMI)
	Charles R. Smith Jr.’s rap-inspired verse weaves and bobs and jabs with relentless energy, while 	Bryan 	Collier’s bold collage artwork matches every move

Witness by Karen Hesse (FIC HES)
	A series of poems express the views of various people in a small Vermont town, including a young black girl and 	a young Jewish girl, during the early 1920s when the Ku Klux Klan is trying to infiltrate 	the town.

Yellow Star by Jennifer Roy (FIC ROY)
	From 1939, when Syvia is four and a half years old, to 1945 when she has just turned ten, a Jewish girl 	and her family struggle to survive in Poland's Lodz ghetto during the Nazi occupation.

You Remind Me of You: A Poetry Memoir by Eireann Corrigan (811 COR)
	A startling autobiographical account of a young woman's battle with eating disorders that put her in and out of 	hospitals over a span of four years.

Sharon Creech

Love That Dog by Sharon Creech (FIC CRE)
	A young student, who comes to love poetry through a personal understanding of what different famous 	poems 	mean to him, and an appearance at his school by Walter Dean Myers, surprises himself by writing his own 	inspired poem.

Hate That Cat by Sharon Creech (FIC CRE)
	Jack is studying poetry again in school, and he continues to write poems reflecting his understanding of famous 	poems and how they relate to his life.


Make Lemonade Trilogy

Make Lemonade by Virginia Euwer Wolff (FIC WOL)
	In order to earn money for college, fourteen-year-old LaVaughn babysits for a teenage mother of two. Written in 	66 chapters, with text lines that break at natural speaking phrases.

True Believer by Virginia Euwer Wolff (FIC WOL)
	Living in the inner city amidst guns and poverty, fifteen-year-old LaVaughn learns from old and new friends, and 	inspiring mentors, that life is what you make it—an occasion to rise to.

This Full House by Virginia Euwer Wolff (On order)
	As she readies for college to get herself out of the projects and into nursing school, high-school-senior 	LaVaughn’s perceptions and expectations of her life begin to change as she learns about the many 	unexpected connections between the people she loves best.

Stop Pretending Series

Stop Pretending by Sonya Sones (FIC SON)
	A younger sister has a difficult time adjusting to life after her older sister has a mental breakdown.

What My Mother Doesn’t Know by Sonya Sones (FIC SON)
	A series of poems reflect the thoughts and feelings of Sophie, a fifteen-year-old-girl, as she describes her 	relationships with a series of boys and as she searches for Mr. Right.
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One of Those Hideous Books Where the Mother Dies by Sonya Sones (FIC SON)
	Fifteen-year-old Ruby Milliken leaves her best friend, her boyfriend, her aunt, and her mother's grave in Boston 	and reluctantly flies to Los Angeles to live with her father, a famous movie star who divorced her mother before 	Ruby was born.

What My Girlfriend Doesn’t Know by Sonya Sones (Available at CFHS)
	Fourteen-year-old Robin Murphy is so unpopular at high school that his name is slang for "loser," and so 	when 	he begins dating the beautiful and popular Sophie her reputation plummets, but he finds acceptance as a student 	in a drawing class at Harvard.


Locomotion

Locomotion by Woodson (811.54 WOO)
	In a series of poems, eleven-year-old Lonnie writes about his life, after the death of his parents, separated from his 	younger sister, living in a foster home, and finding his poetic voice at school.
Peace, Locomotion by Woodson (On order)
	Through letters to his little sister, who is living in a different foster home, sixth-grader Lonnie, also known as 	"Locomotion," keeps a record of their lives while they are apart, describing his own foster family, including his 	foster brother who returns home after losing a leg in the Iraq War.










