Non Fiction Books and the Dewey Decimal Classification System
Library Lesson #7

The Dewey Decimal Classification system is the most popular method of classifying and organizing non fiction books in libraries. It is named for Melvil Dewey, who developed it in 1876.

The Dewey Decimal Classification system divides non fiction books into 10 main groups, each represented by numbers. Each main group is divided into ten subgroups and so on.

000	Computer science, encyclopedias, almanacs

100	Psychology (the study of individual behavior) 

200	Religion

300	Sociology (the study of the behavior of social groups)

400	Languages

500	Sciences and mathematics
510	Mathematics
		520	Astronomy 
		530	Physics
		540	Chemistry
		550	Earth sciences
		560	Paleontology
		570	Life sciences
		580	Botanical sciences
		590	Zoological sciences

600	Technology

700	Arts (music, dance, art) and recreation

800	Literature 
811	Poetry

900	History, geography, biography
	910	Geography and travel
	920	Biography, genealogy, insignia
		921	Individual biographies
	930	History of ancient world
	940	History of Europe
	950	History of Asia
	960	History of Africa
	970	History of North America
	980	History of South America
	990	History of other parts of the world	



Name ______________________________________ LA Teacher ________________________ Period _____

Use the Dewey Decimal groups and sub groups to classify the following books.

	Book Title
	Dewey Group
	Dewey Number

	
History of art : a survey of the major visual arts from the dawn of history to the present day

	
	

	
Technology in the time of ancient Rome 

	
	

	
Math doesn't suck : how to survive middle school math without losing your mind or breaking a nail

	
	

	
World Book Encyclopedia

	
Computer science, encyclopedias, almanacs
	
000

	
Wham! : it's a poetry jam : discovering performance poetry

	
	

	
A faith like mine : a celebration of the world's religions--seen through the eyes of children

	
	

	
How to learn a foreign language

	
	

	
Smart money : the story of Bill Gates

	
	

	
Kicking your stress habits : a do-it-yourself guide for coping with stress

	
	

	
Cliques, phonies & other baloney

	
	



You’re finished!  Give this worksheet to Ms. Murphy. She will grade it and give it to your language arts teacher.  This worksheet is worth 20 points.
